
Board of Commissioners 
Douglas B. Miller 
President

Randy L. Knowles
Vice President 

Dan G. Gunkel
Secretary

Jim Smith
General Manager

Gwyn Miller  
Assistant General Manager

Kevin Ricks
Renewable Energy Asset Manager

Mike DeMott
Director of Finance  
and Power Management

Brandy Myers
Customer & Accounting Services 
Manager 

www.klickitatpud.com 

Goldendale Office
1313 S. Columbus Ave.
Goldendale, WA 98620
509-773-5891
800-548-8357
White Salmon Office
110 NE Estes Ave.  
P.O. Box 187
White Salmon, WA 98672
509-493-2255
800-548-8358

32 APRIL 2022

WA-18

Klickitat PUD is starting to experience critical electric system equipment shortages due to 
the global shortage of materials and longer delivery delays from many vendors.

Jim Smith, KPUD general manager, says KPUD is short on stock of standard pad-
mounted transformers due to material delivery delays and increased construction 
volumes. These transformers take high-voltage power from KPUD’s distribution lines 
and convert it to the 120 and 240 volts delivered to residences and businesses when 
underground power lines are used. These transformers are on order, and the PUD 
expects deliveries throughout the year.

“We have been communicating with new customers and developers for months that we 
were expecting these shortages,” Jim says. “Existing customers should also realize that we 
are facing the same supply chain issues that they are seeing in stores. Delivery times are 
getting longer, and prices are increasing across many materials.

“For example, these transformers normally have about a 16-week delivery time and 
were $1,500 each a year ago. Delivery is now more than a year out, and they are being 
quoted at $6,000 each.”

New construction in Klickitat County is increasing the demand for transformers. The 
PUD would normally see about $1.4 million in new electric construction activity annually 
In 2021, this increased to $2.8 million, and the same is expected for 2022.

At this time, KPUD and the electric utility industry are seeing supply chain shortages 
limited to transformers. However, this combination of supply shortages, longer 
delivery times and increased construction may cause additional shortages in other 
utility equipment. PUD staff has been working to source materials for these elevated 
construction levels for 2022 and the 2023 construction season as well.

“The PUD Commissioners have directed staff to commit the funds required to allow 
us to keep two years of inventory in stock, rather than the normal six to 12 months,” Jim 
says. “We have the funds to be able to acquire these additional materials to support the 
increased growth in the county, but with limited supply and elevated usage, there is only 
so much we can do.”

If you have questions or interest in new developments and want to know more 
about the impacts these material issues could have, please contact the PUD engineering 
department.
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