
Board of Commissioners 

Randy L. Knowles
President
Dan G. Gunkel
Vice President
Ray A. Mosbrucker
Secretary

Jim Smith
General Manager
Ron Ihrig
Chief Operating Officer
Gwyn Miller 
Human Resources Manager
Shannon Crocker
Chief Financial Officer 
Holly Dohrman
Power Manager

Ron Schultz
Chief Engineer
Jeff Thayer
Operations Manager
Steve VanTuyl
Information Technology Manager
Mike DeMott
Customer Service Supervisor

www.klickitatpud.com

Goldendale Office
1313 S. Columbus Ave.
Goldendale, WA 98620
(509) 773-5891
(800) 548-8357

White Salmon Office
110 NE Estes Ave. 
P.O. Box 187
White Salmon, WA 98672
(509) 493-2255
(800) 548-8358

WA-18

32 M AY  2013

With the slowdown in the economy 
during the past several years, we have 
seen a decline in new electrical service 
installations for new customers through-
out Klickitat County. As a result, our 
crews have had the opportunity to devote 
more time on maintaining our systems, 
and we are using fewer contractors. 

This results in reduced system-
improvement costs, while ensuring we 
are making improvements that are neces-
sary to maintain your reliability.

Transmission system improvements 
planned for 2013 include rebuilding 2 
miles of 69-kilovolt transmission lines 
that feed east from Goldendale toward 
the Bickleton area, rebuilding a portion 
of the Wishram transmission system that 
has been susceptible to snow and ice 
storm damage, and the continuation of 
transmission system pole replacements.

We also plan to improve the reliability 
of our distribution system. We are work-
ing with the Port of Klickitat on a plan to 
build a new feeder from our substation 
in Dallesport to the Murdock area. This 
essentially will isolate the Murdock area 
from the main Dallesport circuit.

There are further plans to replace 
some aging underground line in the 
White Salmon area, in conjunction with 
a planned project done by the City of 
White Salmon. We also will have a June 
or July nighttime outage at the Bingen 
Substation to do critical maintenance and 
testing. We anticipate this outage to be no 
more than eight to 10 hours.

In 2012, we started a long-range proj-
ect that will sectionalize Goldendale with 
separate feeders from the EE Clouse 
Substation. By dividing the city into sec-
tions, we can minimize the effects of 

some outages, and have the ability to pro-
vide power from other sources. 

Our engineering department is also 
investigating the possibility of sectionaliz-
ing Bingen and White Salmon so outages 
will not affect an entire city. This work is 
tentatively planned for 2014. 

There are also aggressive plans to con-
tinue replacing aged conductors in several 
areas during the next several years.

Water and wastewater system improve-
ments include replacing aging and leak-
ing steel pipe in Lyle, drilling a new well 
and applying for additional water rights 
in Lyle, drilling a new well in Roosevelt, 
and installing a new water main from 
that well. 

We also plan to start replacing and 
upgrading the Human Machine Interface 
systems at both our Dallesport and Lyle 
wastewater facilities, and the operating 
system for the Dallesport lift stations. 
These systems are critical to the monitor-
ing and operational requirements for the 
plants.

As Ron Ihrig discussed last month, we 
have systems and processes to assist us in 
identifying areas where reliability needs to 
be addressed. This analysis and the result-
ing system improvements will ensure 
we continue to provide safe and reliable 
service to all of our customers. 

With the cooperative work and plan-
ning of all the departments within the 
PUD, we strive to not only provide safe 
and reliable service, but to use as many 
PUD resources as we can to keep our 
costs at a minimum to achieve these goals 
that benefit our customers.
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